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that includes important aspects of my pro-
posal. I urge the Senate to complete its 
work next week so the House and Senate 
can work out their different versions and 
get a tax relief bill to my desk as soon 
as possible. 

This week’s progress demonstrates that 
both Houses of Congress and both political 
parties agree that tax relief will help this 
economy. Now the discussion is about how 
much tax relief the American people need 
and deserve. We need at least $550 billion 
in tax relief over the next decade, big 
enough to make a real difference in the 
paychecks of American workers, big enough 
to help entrepreneurs create more jobs, 
and big enough to give our economy the 
boost it needs. 

This past week, I met a small-business 
owner named Luke Brindley. Luke and his 
family started their Virginia business less 
than 2 years ago with 5 employees, and 
now they’re up to 25. Here’s what Luke 
says: ‘‘Any break we get encourages us to 
hire more people and buy more equip-
ment.’’

Next week, I will travel to New Mexico, 
Nebraska, and Indiana to address the Na-
tion’s hard-working small-business owners, 
families, and investors. My message to 
them will be simple: The surest way to 
grow this economy and create jobs is to 
leave more money in the hands of the peo-
ple who earn it. 

I urge every citizen to participate in this 
important debate and to make your voice 
heard. Explain to your local representative 
or your Senators what tax relief would 
mean to your family and your business, and 
please tell the members of Congress why 
our economy needs that relief now. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:02 
a.m. on May 9 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
May 10. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on May 
9 but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Exchange With Reporters in Santa Fe, New Mexico 
May 11, 2003 

President’s Golf Game/President’s Schedule 

Q. How’s the game? 
The President. I need a lot of work. 
Q. Better than yesterday? 
The President. Equally as feeble—equally 

as feeble. 
It’s been a fabulous weekend here in 

Santa Fe. I’m now ready to get back to 
work. Got some travel to do tomorrow; be 
talking to the country about the need for 
an economic stimulus package. And then 
we’re going to go see, Tuesday afternoon, 

we’re going to go to see some of the tor-
nado sites. And it will give me a chance 
to tell the people who’ve suffered great loss 
how much a lot of the Nation prays for 
them and how we’re concerned about 
them. But it’s been a fabulous experience 
here in a wonderful part of the world. The 
hospitality by the people here has been just 
great. I really appreciate it. 

Happy Mother’s Day, everybody. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 5:45 p.m. at 
the golf course at Las Campanas. 
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